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	International Federation of Workers' Education Associations
IFWEA International Seminar & Workshops

Ahmedabad, India

28-30 November 2007

Programme



	Workers’ Education in the Informal Economy



	Wednesday 28

Morning


	Organising in the Informal Economy – the workers’ agenda
Plenary discussion



	Workshops

	Educators’ Forum
An exploration of experience in the design and delivery of education materials, methodologies and programmes intended to support the democratic organisation of informal economy workers. What works and what does not?
With an introductory presentation.


	
	Workshop 1

New Materials & New Approaches


	Workshop 2

Organising & Educating 


	Workshop 3

Promoting Solidarity 



	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Afternoon
Plenary

	Workshop Reports & Discussion 


	Plenary 


	Supporting Informal Workers’ Organisation: Programmes and Policies
Increasing numbers of agencies and organisations are supporting programmes and projects to assist the organising efforts of informal economy workers. What are the underlying policies and priorities, and how do these affect workers’ education programmes?
Panel Discussion


	Evening 


	Working in the Informal Economy - Festival of Short Films



	Thursday 29 

Morning 

Small Groups 
	A network of educators supporting organisation in the Informal Economy?
Organisations of unions and associations in the informal economy are keen to build an international network of educators supporting workers’ organisation in the informal economy. What is our role – as member organisations, and as IFWEA as a whole? What are the priorities? Do we have the capacity? Who are the key partners? What support do IFWEA affiliates need to be effective?

Small group discussions on future IFWEA action to support workers’ education in the informal economy, introduced by Dave Spooner (IFWEA), leading to cascade report-backs and recommendations for IFWEA General Conference. 


	Afternoon

Parallel Sessions
	Building strength and capacity in workers’ education
How could IFWEA affiliates’ development in the design, management, and delivery of workers’ education programmes? An exploration of training needs, capacity-building in management and organisational skills. 

	Trade Union Education and Organising in the Global Workplace 
How could IFWEA improve the capacity and expertise of affiliates to provide support to trade union organising? This session will examine workers’ education and organising, and review progress in the development of IFWEA’s new international distance learning programme. 



	Plenary
	Concluding Discussion
Trade Unions, Informal Workers and Workers’ Education 
Key-note speakers

Plenary Discussion


	Friday 30


	Much of the discussion from the seminar and workshops will be taken further during the Regional and Strategic Development Commissions of the General Conference. 
During the commission discussions of the General Conference, space will be available for further discussions among informal economy activists. 


