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Dear Friends

Welcome to the last and a shorter edition of the IFWEA Bulletin for 2006. This Bulletin does not include the regular updates from regions, affiliates and partners nor the calendar of forthcoming events, be sure to find further news in the next edition.

Please note that the office of the Secretariat will be closed from the 22nd December 2006 through to the 2nd January 2007. We will be back with the next edition of the bulletin in the new year. 

We wish you all well over the festive season. 
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The IFWEA Executive Committee Meets
The IFWEA Executive Committee (EC) met in Stockholm from the 11-12 November 2006. While the focus of discussion centred on regional reports, project activities and the upcoming 2007 General Conference, a number of other ‘business’ matters were also discussed.  
 

For further information and for a copy of the meeting minutes please e-mail dave.spooner@ifwea.org
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2007 IFWEA General Conference in India
The next four yearly General Conference of the IFWEA will take place from the 28th November – 2nd December 2007 in Ahmdebad, India, to be hosted by the training academy of the Self-Employed Womens Association .  We will take the opportunity to provide a range of workshops and seminars on workers education to support organisation in the informal economy and the global workplace. 

The Conference coincides with the 60th anniversary of IFWEA, and will be a key opportunity to determine IFWEA’s future. The Conference will set aside considerable time for participative discussions and decision-making on our  future strategy and direction. It will also elect a new Executive Committee and will set a budget. Formal notification will be distributed within the next few weeks. 
An active process to build regional participation in the run up to the Conference is being considered. This will include facilitating regional engagements on the future strategy of the IFWEA.  At the time of this bulletin regional discussions had already taken place for the Africa and Asia-Pacific regions. 

Finally work is underway on developing a comprehensive overview of workers’ education internationally. A draft has been developed and will be collectively engaged over the next period.

For further information please e-mail dave.spooner@ifwea.org
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Project Updates

Please refer to earlier bulletins for project background and progress.

International Programme on ‘Organising in the Global Economy’

(Coordinated by the Secretariat, United Kingdom)
Since we last reported we continue working towards the launch of this international certificate programme. We envisage launching the programme towards the end of 2007 or early 2008. 

Following a side meeting on the programme at launch of the International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC) we now plan bringing together a small group to develop the curriculum.

Further information from crystal.dicks@ifwea
Organising the Informal Economy in Eastern & Southern Africa 

(Coordinated by the Secretariat, United Kingdom and the Zambia Workers’ Education Association, Zambia) 
A successful meeting of the Project Management Committee was recently held in Dar Es Salaam. The meeting received reports on the conclusion of national partner meetings in Malawi, Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe. The manual produced by the Secretariat was also piloted in Malawi, Zambia and Zimbabwe. While no pilot activity took place in Tanzania they concluded 3 workshops with workers in the informal economy.  The manual is proving to be a good resource and excellent impact is being reported. It has now been agreed that we would retain the manual in draft form, producing a final product at the end of the local delivery which is the key output for the next project phase. It has been further agreed that participation in the project would be extended to Angola, Botswana, Kenya, Namibia, Uganda and Swaziland.

The next phase of the project includes the conclusion of a mid term evaluation report, further meetings to plan local delivery and the actual local delivery in over 60 locations.

Further information from crystal.dicks@ifwea.org or mikechungu@yahoo.com
Education on Informal Economy Workers’ Rights

(Coordinated by the Secretariat, United Kingdom)
The production of a multimedia DVD on the informal economy is currently in progress the DVD will comprise five chapters; a short documentary, still footage, training materials, references and web links. We hope to have a draft ready for piloting by February 2007. 

In addition to the DVD we are also planning to recruit participants from unions in the UK to participate in a 10-day study visit to Zambia in March 2007. This will provide an opportunity for first hand experience on the issues and challenges facing workers and their organisations in the informal economy in Africa.

Further information from crystal.dicks@ifwea.org
UNISON Supported Project for Building Capacity in the Arab countries

(Coordinated by the IFWEA Arab Region, Palestine)

Following the earlier held workshops on tackling HIV/Aids in the workplace, this project has just recently concluded its second leg. The 3-day workshop held in Amman, Jordan; focused on the rights of migrant workers and led to the launch of a campaign to improve migrant worker rights in the region.

Further information from Hasan Barghouthi extr@dwrc.org
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Your help

Training manual for organising in the informal economy. Would you like to contribute to the development of this IFWEA training manual? Perhaps through given feedback on its content, by running a pilot, or contributing ideas for its further use and development? If yes, please e-mail crystal.dicks@ifwea.org for a copy of the manual and to share your ideas.

Study visit to Zambia. Are you a trade unionist in the UK? Would you be interested in learning at first hand about the achievements and challenges faced by informal economy workers’ organisations in Africa and how your union can help? If so, please e-mail crystal.dicks@ifwea.org for a copy of the study visit flyer, which includes details on dates and a draft itinerary.

2007 General Conference.  Do you have any ideas or contributions to make towards the next General Conference? If so, please e-mail dave.spooner@ifwea.org
Overview of workers education internationally. Are there any key trends, challenges and strategies from your region that you feel should be considered in our overview of workers’ education internationally? If so, please e-mail crystal.dicks@ifwea.org
This Monthly Bulletin is produced from the IFWEA Secretariat. Contributions and news from affiliates and fraternal organisations are most welcome. 

Please send all items to crystal.dicks@ifwea.org






