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Consultation on the European Commission's Green Paper COM(2007)354 on  
"Adapting to Climate Change in Europe - Options for EU Action"

Adopted on 29 June 2007
INVITATION 

To the Stakeholder Consultation Workshop and Round Tables on the Green Paper 

Point of compass: Southern, South-eastern Europe and the Mediterranean Basin 

On 5 and 6 November 2007

Lisbon Marriott Hotel, Av. Combatentes, 45 

1600-042 Lisbon, Portugal
This workshop is jointly organised with the Portuguese Presidency of the European Union
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Do you want to give us your opinion on adaptation policies and influence their direction? Take part in shaping the development of European policy by participating in this workshop: 

Please confirm your attendance by 28 October at latest:  
· By replying to this message (including your contact details) to: 

env-climate-change-adaptation@ec.europa.eu
· Or contact the European Commission, Jon Saglie at  +32.2.29.72177 or  +32.2.2980560
· Or contact: Joanne Wall at the Synergy secretariat: gpconsultation@synergy-events.com / phone: +31 346 290779;  Laurens Bouwer: laurens.bouwer@ivm.falw.vu.nl / phone: +31 20 5989536 or Alyssa Gilbert A.Gilbert@ecofys.com / phone: +44 207 423 0976 
https://www.synergyregistrations.com/Registrations/gpconsultation/   

Introduction 

Global warming is a fact. Climate change is happening and it is even accelerating. What we are seeing today are only the early signs of climate change and the result of past greenhouse gas emissions. Europe needs a wake-up call to prevent that climate change takes catastrophic dimensions later this century.

On 29 June 2007, the European Commission has therefore adopted its first policy document on adapting to the impacts of climate change. This Green Paper "adaptation to climate change in Europe - options for EU action", builds upon the work and findings of the European Climate Change Programme.

The paper argues that we are now faced with a double challenge: next to deep cuts in greenhouse gas emissions we also need to adapt to the changing climate conditions. The paper describes possible avenues for action at EU level. Its main objective is to kick-start a Europe-wide public debate and consultation on how to take it forward. 

The European Commission is now organising four stakeholder consultation workshops that will take place in the four points of compass of Europe. The workshops, to be held in Helsinki, London, Lisbon and Budapest will cover both aspects of the Green Paper and  broader climate change adaptation issues, focusing on the specific climate change impacts and challenges for adaptation in the different geographical regions of Europe. Breakout sessions on thematic issues will be different in each of the 4 workshops. 

Aim of the Lisbon workshop

The main aim of the Lisbon workshop is to consult stakeholders from Western Europe and to obtain views and feedback on the options, avenues and 28 questions formulated in the Green Paper. This feedback will be most helpful in shaping further concrete work and proposals from the European Commission in the field of adapting to climate change in Europe. 

Type and severity of climate change impacts vary from region to region in Europe and the workshop in Lisbon, Portugal focuses therefore on the Southern, South-eastern European dimensions of adapting to climate change and on the entire Mediterranean basin. 
All actors and stakeholders concerned are invited to join the debate and share their views 

Climate change concerns us all. Therefore all actors, in the widest possible sense, from the individual citizen to public authorities, the private sector, businesses, towns and cities, academics, networks, policy makers and authorities at all levels, associations and NGOs are invited to participate actively during the workshop. 
The lion share of time during the workshop is reserved for roundtable sessions where stakeholders share their views and debate. Moderator and writers (rapporteurs) are therefore being selected for each of the parallel breakout session.  Please contact us if you volunteer to be a moderator or a writer for one or several roundtable sessions. 

Participants are strongly encouraged to prepare in advance for this workshop by reflecting on the 28 consultation questions formulated in the green paper. These questions will be the "fil rouge" (red thread) during the workshop. 

In particular, the workshops aim:

· To get general feedback on the approach taken in the Green Paper;

· To obtain a list of priorities of impacts that should be addressed at the European level;

· To gain insight in the different roles for the EU, national, regional and local authorities as well as the private sector and civil society;

· To get feedback on how the policies can best be implemented and how governments and authorities, companies, NGOs and citizens can be encouraged to participate in adaptation actions;

· To get feedback on what priorities the EU should set for its co-operation programmes and external action with respect to adaptation to climate change; and
· To gain insight in the required additional information and research that is needed for the implementation of the EU policies.

Copies of the green paper in all official EU languages

The Green Paper "adapting to climate change in Europe – options for EU action" has been translated into all EU official languages (and Russian) and is available at the European Commission's new website on adapting to climate change : http://ec.europa.eu/environment/climat/adaptation/index_en.htm
Printed colour copies of the green paper and its annex will be made available in the room in several European languages. 
Web-based public consultation 
If you cannot join the round tables at the workshop please tell us your opinion on the green paper through our web-based public consultation. Discover other ways in which you can make your voice heard in Europe - anonymously.  The consultation is open in all EU official languages until 30 November 2007 : 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/climat/adaptation/consultation.htm 

Detailed information 
The workshop in Lisbon is organised jointly between the European Commission and the Portughuese Prsidency of the European Union.  
Participation at the workshop, including both lunches and the reception, is free of charge. Participants should book their own travel and accommodation arrangements. The Commission does not reimburse travel and/or accommodation expenses for this workshop. 

The Commission is supported for the practical organisation of the workshop by the companies Synergy and Ecofys : https://www.synergyregistrations.com/Registrations/gpconsultation/ 

This site offers detailed information on location and hotels.    

Contact: Joanne Wall at the Synergy secretariat: gpconsultation@synergy-events.com / phone: +31 346 290779, Laurens Bouwer: laurens.bouwer@ivm.falw.vu.nl / phone: +31 20 5989536 or Alyssa Gilbert A.Gilbert@ecofys.com / phone: +44 207 423 0976 
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STAKEHOLDER CONSULTATION WORKSHOP AND ROUND TABLE 
On the European Commission's Green Paper: 

"Adapting to climate change in Europe – options for EU action"

Point of compass: Southern Europe and the Mediterranean Basin 

5 and 6 November 2007

Lisbon Marriott Hotel, Av. Combatentes, 45 

1600-042 Lisbon, Portugal

AGENDA
	Day 1- Monday, 5 November 2007 

	9:00 – 9:30
	Registration

	9:30 –12:30
	1. Plenary session 

Co-chairs for day 1: 

Lieve Van Camp; European Commission 

Rocha Afonso; Vice-president of the Water Institute   


	
	Opening by the Portuguese hosts: 
Prof. Humberto Rosa, State Secretary for the Environment 



	
	Key note speaker 1: Adaptation policies in Southern Europe and the Mediterranean region

Conception Martinez; Vice- Director Spanish Climate Change Office  (tbc)

	
	Key note speaker 2: Impacts in Southern Europe and the Mediterranean region

Filipe Duarte Santos; chief scientist for project SIAM - Climate Change in Portugal - Scenarios, Impacts and Adaptation Measures
Introduction to the Green Paper by the European Commission 

European Commission

	
	Discussion

	12:30–13:30
	Sandwich lunch provided at the Conference Centre by the European Commission

	13:30–16:00
	2. Parallel Breakout sessions: roundtables focussing on sectors
Focus on economic, social and environmental aspects of impacts and adaptation in the following sectors:

	
	2.1 Water resources and energy provision


	
	2.2 Agriculture


	
	2.3 Tourism

	
	2.4 Public Health

	
	2.5  Disaster preparedness and forest fires

	
	2.6 Fisheries and marine resources

	16:00–16:30
	Coffee break

	16:30–18:00
	3. Plenary session - Feedback on breakout sessions


	18:00
	Close of day 1  

	18:00–19:30
	Social event:  Reception kindly provided by the European Commission to all participants 


	Day 2 - Friday, 28 September 2007

	9:00 – 9:30
	4. Plenary session - Introduction to the roundtable sessions of day 2

Co-chairs for day 2: 

Lieve Van Camp; European Commission 

Gonçalo Cavalheiro; Ecoprogresso, consultant to the Portuguese Environment Ministry on adaptation issues



	9:30-11:00
	5. Parallel Breakout session: roundtables on the green paper's 4 pillars for action – part 1
Focus on the 4 "pillars" and their questions in the green paper - PART 1:

	
	5.1. Pillar One: Early action in the EU

· What are from a Northern European view the most important needs and policy opportunities in terms of early action in the EU?

· Of this longer list, which are the most urgent, less urgent and irrelevant for the Commission to implement?

· What can be the role for the EU on these issues, as opposed to other levels of government?

…

	
	5.2. Pillar Two: Integrating adaptation in EU external actions

· What key adaptation issues need to be addressed as part of the EU’s external agenda? 

· What are the main opportunities and obstacles to adaptation action in other parts of the World?

… 

	
	5.3. Pillar Three:  Reducing uncertainty by expanding the knowledge base through integrated climate research 

· What should the key research priorities be at the EU level?

· How should the results of EU-level research activities be best communicated and made available?

 

	
	5.4. Pillar Four: Involving and engaging European society, business and public sector

· How can companies and citizens be encouraged to participate in adaptation actions? 

· Does the green paper foresee sufficient participation of different stakeholders?

· How should knowledge and experience be communicated to the broader public at various levels?

· What is the EU’s role in this process?



	
	5.5 Adaptation priorities for third countries and Overseas Community territories

	11:00–11:30
	Coffee break

	11:30–13:00 
	6. Parallel Breakout session: roundtables on the green paper's 4 pillars for action – part 2
Focus on the 4 "pillars" and their questions in the green paper – PART 2:

	
	6.1 Pillar One: Early action in the EU

· How do the priorities for early action listed in the green paper need to change for different sectors?

· Which policies may be more appropriately taken by different levels of government or different players (e.g. private sector)? 

…

	
	6.2 Pillar Two: integrating adaptation into EU external actions 

· What are the best options to make the EU’s external actions more resilient to climate change? 

· What could be the value added for EU action compared to other international funding initiatives? 

· How should the EU express its solidarity with (internal) regions suffering most heavily from the consequences of climate change? 
… 

	
	6.3 Pillar Three:  Reducing uncertainty by expanding the knowledge base through integrated climate research 

· What should the key research priorities be at the EU level?

· How should the results of EU-level research activities be best communicated and made available?



	
	6.4 Pillar Four: Involving and engaging European society, business and public sector

· How could engagement of the public and key stakeholders be improved?

· Discuss the concept of a European Advisory group on Adaptation as outlined in the green paper.  How could this work? What other approaches may be effective? 

· Should stakeholders from outside the EU be engaged, and if so, how? 

…

	
	6.5 Looking outside the four-pillar approach 

· What can be done to strengthen the four-pillar approach?

· Does the green paper place the right urgency and emphasis on the matter of adaptation in Europe?

· Apart from the main priorities identified in the four-action approach, are other areas missing?

· What are the synergies between adaptation and mitigation agendas and priorities?  How can these be optimised at the EU and other levels? 

	13:00–14:00
	Lunch provided in the Conference Centre by the European Commission 

	14:00–15:30
	7. Plenary session - Feedback on breakout sessions



	15:30–16:00
	8. Next steps for the European Commission's Adaptation agenda

European Commission  

Closing remarks


� EMBED Unknown  ���








Commission européenne, B-1049 Bruxelles / Europese Commissie, B-1049 Brussel - Belgium. Telephone: (32-2) 299 11 11.
Office: BU-9 2/209. Telephone: direct line (32-2) 2961863. Fax: (32-2) 2920777.
E-mail: Lieve.van-camp@ec.europa.eu

5

[image: image5.png]


_1251210658.bin

